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Senate hearings have 
been scheduled for next 
week on ways to tighten 
Secret 6ervice protection af- 
ter the second attempt on 
President Ford's life. 

Sen. Joseph M. Montoya 
(D-N.M.), said his Appropria- 
tions subcommittee in 
charge of the Secret Service 
budget will hear on Tuesday 
and perhaps Wednesday 
from Secret Service Direc- 
tor H. Stuart Knight and 
former presidential candi- 
dates. 

Montoya acted after learn- 
ing that Sara Jane Moore, 
who allegedly fired a shot at 
President Ford in San Fran- 
cisco Monday, had asked po- 
lice there on Sunday to take 
her into custody because she 
mi£ht*“test the system." Po- 
lice took a pistol from her 
and relayed the information 
to Secret 6ervice agents 
who interviewed and re- 
leased her Sunday evening. 

“It appears to me that this 
would have been enough of 
a warning to have warranted 
steps for keeping an eye on 
this woman until the Presi- 
dent left the city," said Mon- 
toya. 

Montoya said he also 
wanted to know why Moore 
and Lynette (Squeaky) 
Fromme, who pointed a gun 
at the President 17 days ear- 
lier in Sacramento, were not 
on the Secret Service’s list 
of 47,000 persons considered 
potentially dangerous to the 
President. Both women were 
known to be active in radi- 
cal groups. 

Meanwhile, the Secret 
Service was defended yes- 
terday at a House Judiciary 
subcommittee hearing by 
David R. MacDonald, assist- 
ant Treasury secretary in 
charge of the Secret Serv- 
ice. 

He said each year the 
agency screens 200,000 items 
of information concerning 


possible danger to the Presi- 
dent, interviews 4,000 sus- 
pects, locates about 300 per- 
sons in the area considered 
possible threats to the Presi- 
dent whenever he makes a 
trip, and arrests about 60 
suspects. Assassination at- 
tempts that are averted are 
not reported, he said. 

The two recent assassina- 
tion attempts have produced 
new calls for tighter gun 
control legislation, which 
the Judiciary subcommittee 
headed by Rep. John Co- 
nyers (D-Mich.) has been 
considering during several 
months of hearings. 

Rep. Robert McClory (111.), 
senior Republican on the 
subcommittee, urged Co- 
nyers to start writing a bill 
within the next two weeks 
and try to pass it this year. 
McClory favors legislation 
requiring registration of 
handguns. 

Conyers, who favors an 
outright ban on possession 
of handguns by civilians, 
said the subcommittee must 
first invite testimony from 
the Justice Department and 
National Rifle Association. 

In other reaction to the 
latest assassination attemps: 

• Former California Gov. 
Ronald Reagan, who may op- 
pose Mr. Ford for the Re- 
publican nomination, pro- 
posed in Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
that party leaders set ground 
rules for fewer appearances 
by presidential candidates 
in order to reduce the 
chance for assassination. 

• The campaign manager 
for Eugene J. McCarthy for- 
mally requested Secret 
Service protection. As an in- 
dependent presidential can- 
didate, the former Minne- 
sota senator is not eligible 
for matching federal cam- 
paign aid and thus could 
not meet the qualifications 
for protection announced by 
a congresssional advisory 
committee Tuesday. 


